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IN my ignorance I took too little precaution
against lions, though they were increasing in
those parts, feeding on eland and smaller deer,
but chiefly on Burchell's zebra, or quagga as it
was commonly called. Yet I never actually saw
a lion, though I sometimes heard them snuffling
and grunting at night not far away, I saw only
one herd of zebra (a beautiful vision !), and came
near only one family of elephants, who made deep
holes in a dry river-bed at night, and finding
water, celebrated their joy with a family romp,
flinging the water over each other, stamping their
huge feet on the sand, devouring the honey-sweet
flowers of the aloe, and forcing a road through the
forest, careless of their tracks, Leopards were
common, but remained unseen. Various buck
and antelopes were plentiful, and, happily for our
dinners, so were francolins (red-legged partridges),
and guinea-fowl, hard to shoot by^ day because
they set sentries and run like battalions in defeat,
but are often to be caught roosting on trees at
night. Eagles, bustards, parrots, weaver-birds,
and many other kinds abounded, and very
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